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Summary 
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to “Applied Economics: Thinking Beyond Stage One” by Thomas Sowell, it is important to consider stage-two thinking, before acting on stage-one. When making decision people should consider the consequences that will follow once they have made a decision. Many are the times when people make decisions without considering what will happen the next moment. It is important for people to engage themselves in stage-two thinking so that they can end up considering the long-run consequences of their decisions (Sowell, 2009). Sowell then focuses on some few other issues such as insurance, discrimination, immigration, housing, medical care, and the development of nations.
Economics deals with the study and influence of the economy. Politics refers to the theory and practice of persuading people via the application of power – elections, political parties and governments. An ideal economist would view economics purely without any political influence. However, in practice there is a strong connection between politics and economics since the performance of the economy is taken to be one of the main political battlefields. Various economic issues are fundamentally political since they offer themselves to various opinions. 
According to the Sowell, healthcare economics is concerned with the value, effectiveness, and the efficiency of the medical care as well as other healthcare issues and services. The study of healthcare economics is a significant concern for researchers, health care providers, businesses, governments, insurance organizations, and non-profits (Sowell, 2009). By understanding the fundamental factors involved, both economically and logistically, it provides useful context in understanding medical care services and health care.
The rising of house prices appears to have made it more challenging for people to climb the property ladder (Noguchi, & Poterba, 2007). It has also resulted to affecting the ability of both the lower and middle-income families from accumulating wealth that they could pass to the incoming generations (Sowell, 2009). In addition, there has been an increase in the flow of immigration into the United States of America. Immigration has had effect on human capital accumulation, tax revenues, international trade, housing markets, labor markets, and government fiscal balances. 
Economics of discrimination refers to the economic effects of discrimination in the market place based on personality, social class, color, sex, religion, race, or some other non-pecuniary considerations. The economic discrimination in the market places does not affect only one group, but all groups that are involved. Economic discrimination in the market place decreases the incomes of all the parties involved.
Economic development refers the process where low-income earning national economies get converted into the current industrialized economies. Nations have been transforming themselves over time into modern industrial economies (Sowell, 2009). However, economies of nations are divided into under-developed, developing or emerging economies, and developed economies. Therefore, generally economic development refers to a process by which developing economies evolve to become advanced economies. 
Relations to Economic Thinking and Christian Ethical Principles
God is interested in both the material and spiritual aspects of His creation. There are multiple truths that points out the relation between the economic theory and the Christian perception of nature and humanity.  Economics is an integral part of the created order and thus part of God’s general revelation. This points out that there is no conflict between sound economics and Christian ethical principles. 
The author asserts that the supporters of a nationalized healthcare program overlooks the fact that it often leads to black markets, decreased quality of health care services, and healthcare shortages. This is true since many of the people will be covered under the nationalized healthcare program. Due to the large number of people relying on the nationalized healthcare program will lead to overstretching the program up to the extent that it will not be able to cater for all their needs. There is a link between Christianity and the nationalized healthcare program. According to the Bible (Mathew 25:35-40) talks about taking acre of the ill within the community which can be linked to the care provided by the nationalized healthcare program to the poor people who cannot pay for healthcare services for themselves.
Sowell touches on the economics of immigration in his work. Immigration refers to the process of moving from one country to another in search of greener pastures. This has been going on for centuries, for instance, immigrants from all over the world have been moving into the US in search of better living conditions. By having immigrants streaming into the country has led to the improvement of economy. Also, it has led to the provision of cheaper labor in some sectors such as in the agricultural sector. Many of the immigrants constitutes a part of the human community that the Bible refers to the vulnerable and victimized. Following on the Christian ethical principles, it is the community’s responsibility to take care of the vulnerable people and should not take advantage of them (Hendrickson Publishers, 2011). However, this is not the case for the many immigrants because their employers have resulted to taking advantage of them. Sowell pointed out that most of the immigrants work in the areas that do not require one to be skilled. An example of these sectors is that of agriculture. 
Economics of discrimination refers to the economic impact of discrimination in the market place grounded on personality, social class, color, sex, religion, race, or some other non-pecuniary considerations. Such kind of discrimination is not only detrimental to the receiver, but also the person who is orchestrating it. This means that both parties involved will result to losing at the end of the day. Thus, economic discrimination is not a viable thing and should not be allowed in the community.  Christianity condemns all sorts of discrimination and thus economic discrimination either based on sex, religion, race or some other non-pecuniary considerations is against the will of God. 
Economic development refers to a policy intervention that is aimed to improve the well-being of people. Economic development leads to the transformation of the low-income earning nations to the modern industrial countries. Economic development leads to improving the economic status of the people. It is also related to Christian ethical principle of wealth and poverty. God called for the humanity to subdue the earth in order to benefit from it.
Relations to the Current Public Policy Problem
There are various current public policy problems that are due to the decisions that leaders have reached for. Taking, for instance, housing prices have been influenced by the public policy dealing with zoning and land use regulations, and restrictive building codes. In addition, fee on new land development is another factor that has resulted to increasing the house prices. This is related to what the author has pointed out in the chapter dealing with housing economics. The government is supposed to come with policies that are meant to help the poor people in the community with regard to housing. 
Another public policy issue is that seeking to control immigration. For instance, considering the case of the United States, there has been a crisis caused by the public policies that were made by President Trump with regard to immigrants. The president was not for the idea of the immigrants been of benefit to the US, but he viewed them as people who came to take what rightfully belonged to the Americans. He believed that they came to take employment positions that belonged to the Americans (Britta, 2020). This was a wrong perception since the immigrants pay taxes, and are employed mostly in the sectors that appear to be unattractive to the Whites.
There are other public policies that are geared towards controlling trade between any two given countries. Taking an example of China and USA trade policies which saw them limit the trade inflows and outflows from both sides. Once the policies relating to trade restrictions were put in place, both states experienced negative impacts as they could no longer do trading like before. There are some people who lost jobs due to the trade restriction policies that were employed by both sides. 
In conclusion, before making any decision it will be important to consider the second stage. Once a person has considered the second stage, it will give him or her a chance to think of the consequences that are associated with the decision that is about to be made. This will afford the decision makers in healthcare, insurance, immigration, and many other public institutions to be able to come up with viable decisions.  
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